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pitable bog beyond Miami, and steamed to and fro among
the islets with their transit and level, plotting out the most
economical and easiest route, sounding the water depths
around the coral reefs to determine the extent and cost of
bridging, and the best means of crossing these breaches
in the reef.
Then the surveyor returned to New York and sought the
railway magnate. The engineer had a complete roll of
drawings and a mass of calculations and figures. He
related the fruits of his labours, pointed out the route that
he suggested should be followed, and hinted that, although
the railway could be built, the cost would be tremendous__
would involve the expenditure of millions.
The financier, however, was not perturbed in the least
by the cost. The project received his sanction, and a few
days later the engineer departed to commence operations.
Little time was lost upon the essential preparations, and
soon the grade was forcing its way out of Miami towards
the most southerly point of the United States.
News concerning the enterprise, which up to this point
had been nursed in secrecy, now leaked out. The activity
around Miami pointed to something unusual being under
contemplation. When the object of the extension became
known the financial magnate became the butt of widespread
ridicule. His ambitious project was christened "Flagler's
Folly," under which name the railway has since been
known colloquially.
"Well, there is one thing for which travellers will bless
me when they travel by rail over the Keys," the moving
spirit humorously replied to his detractors: "they will
never be troubled with dust."
From Miami southwards so far as the eye can reach
stretches a dismal tract of swamp where miasma reigns
supreme. The Everglades lie below the level of the
Atlantic Ocean, and the latter is only prevented from grasp-
ing the enormous waterlogged expanse within its ravenous
maw by a slender wall of rock which runs right along the
coast But though this barrier resists the incursion of the